Danazol therapy in myelodysplasia.
Platelet-associated IgG was markedly elevated in three patients with myelodysplasia and severe thrombocytopenia that had become refractory to platelet transfusions. The patients were treated with danazol because of its efficacy in treating immune thrombocytopenic purpura where platelet destruction is primarily mediated by IgG autoantibodies. After danazol therapy, the platelet counts of each patient rose and clinical bleeding stopped, and a decline in hemolysis was seen in two patients. Danazol probably impeded the peripheral clearance of cells by macrophages; however, a beneficial effect of danazol on hematopoiesis cannot be excluded.